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Let YOUth Begin 
Letters to the editor- Contents 
"Right on" 
I want you to know that I deeply 
appreciated your editorials in the January 
10 and 25 issues of the Evangelical Visitor. 
Personally I felt you were right on in the 
J a n u a r y 25 e d i t o r i a l in y o u r t w o 
suggestions regarding "Unders tand ing the 
Bible" and the " M e a n i n g of the Wor ld . " 1 
believe this will be the work of the church 
in the fu tu r e . Y o u r t h o u g h t s on the 
Meaning of the World were so challenging 
to me that I developed a message for youth 
f rom them. Thanks . 
Gord Gi lmore 
Por t Colborne , O n t . 
Larger Print 
Why did you change the editing of the 
church news? Really, it spoils the whole 
m a g a z i n e . My vo te to re turn to the 
original pr int . 
Ruth Kreider 
Hershey, Pa . 
Observations 
I read with interest a recent issue [July, 
25] desc r ib ing the events of G e n e r a l 
Conference. It seems rather appropr ia te 
that when the lights went out on the 
B.I .Cers they were holding forth in the 
Eisenhower Drill Hall, (or whatever name 
is given the room). 
Wal ter Nigh 
Oakville, Mani toba 
From the Editor 
Traditions on Truth 
As I read the Visitor, I continually think 
of what a difficult job you must have when 
our church background is considered. You, 
as editor, must give "equal t ime" to our 
various tradit ions, new influences and 
readers with divergent opinions. This 
thought came back to me with particular 
clarity as I read the February 10, 1979 
issue. This particular publication con-
tained a letter from Jesse R. Bailey and an 
article by Luke Keefer, J r . The one writing 
left me frustrated and disturbed, while the 
other article gave me consolation and 
hope. 
Brother Bailey's letter spoke of " . . . 
completely d i s regard ing] the forefathers 
of this wonderful country . . . ," America as 
a " f r ee count ry , " the flag as a " reminder 
that we are privileged to live in this 
count ry ," God as the only absolute and 
o u r " s a c r e d and w o n d e r f u l [ B i n C ] 
her i tage." Reading between the lines can 
be a dangerous and painful undertaking, 
but please allow me to do just tha t with 
this preface: What I felt and thought as I 
read Brother Bailey's letter may not be 
what he intended to convey. 
I received the impress ion t ha t the 
Brethren in Christ heritage is made up of 
qua in t t r ad i t ions such as horses and 
buggies, monotheism, not using electricity, 
nonresistance, not having a radio and 
refusing to be involved in idol worship. I 
would agree that the use of animal drawn 
vehicles and refusing to use electricity and 
to page ten 
Letters to the editor 2 
Biblical Bas i s for Disc ipleship 3 
R o y V. Sider 
Discovery of Gi f t s 5 
Mar ion Heisey 
M a k i n g Gi f t s a Vocat ional 
Reality 6 
Frank F i m i a n o 
L Y B M a i l b a g 7 
Toward Building Peop le 8 
L Y B in Pictures 
Church N e w s 10 
T h e True Church 12 
R e p o r t on Genera l C o n f e r e n c e — 
R h o d e s i a 
Kingdom Praying 14 
A r l e n e Mil ler 
Editorial (Guest ) 15 
Ref l ec t ions on a M o v e m e n t 
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J a n n y B o s m a n 
Let Y O U t h Beg in w a s an even t of g r e a t m e a n i n g t o o u r 
y o u t h a n d of s i g n i f i c a n c e t o t h e c h u r c h . W e m a k e n o 
a p o l o g y for d e v o t i n g o n e ha l f of th i s i s sue t o its c o v e r a g e . 
I w a s no t in a t t e n d a n c e a t F r e n c h L i ck b u t f o u r 
m e m b e r s of m y f a m i l y w e r e — m y wife a n d t h r e e of o u r 
f o u r s o n s . S o I h a d e y e - w i t n e s s r e p o r t s a n d they w e r e very 
pos i t i ve . 
O n e o f t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s m a d e to m e f r o m severa l 
s o u r c e s c o n c e r n e d t h e q u a l i t y of y o u t h in a t t e n d a n c e a n d 
o f t h e r e s o u r c e p e r s o n s a v a i l a b l e f r o m w i t h i n t h e 
d e n o m i n a t i o n . T h i s w a s in t r u t h a c h u r c h h a p p e n i n g . I t 
s h o w e d a d e g r e e of m a t u r i t y in a s s u m i n g t h a t a succe s s fu l 
even t s u c h a s th i s c o u l d h a p p e n w i t h o u t t h e p r e s e n c e of 
s o m e " n a m e " p e r s o n f r o m w i t h o u t . 
W e s h o u l d no t be c losed t o t h e r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m 
o u t s i d e o u r g r o u p b u t it s a y s s o m e t h i n g a b o u t o u r se l f -
i m a g e w h e n w e t h i n k t h a t it is n e c e s s a r y to b r i n g in an 
o u t s i d e r to a s s u r e i ts success . F r e n c h L i ck s h o u l d be p r o o f 
t h a t t h i s is n o t n e c e s s a r y . 
I w a s , a n d y o u will be , i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e q u a l i t y of t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h y in t h i s issue. J o e L e h m a n f r o m t h e L o c u s t 
G r o v e c o n g r e g a t i o n , n e a r Y o r k , P a . , w h e r e his f a t h e r 
s e rve s a s p a s t o r , w a s t h e p h o t o g r a p h e r . 
M a r y E b e r s o l e u s e d h e r c o n s i d e r a b l e a r t i s t i c g i f t to 
d e s i g n , f o r t h e B o a r d of C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n , t h e p a g e s 
d e v o t e d t o L e t Y O U t h B e g i n . 
O u r c o m m e n d a t i o n t o t h e c o m m i t t e e r e s p o n s i b l e fo r 
t h i s e x p e r i e n c e a n d espec ia l ly t o J o h n Y e a t t s w h o c a r r i e d 
t h e m a j o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a s s i g n m e n t . Y o u will w a n t to 
r e a d h i s g u e s t e d i t o r i a l on p a g e f i f t e e n . 
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Biblical Basis for Discipleship 
Because of his passion to show us his 
high will for our lives God gave us the 
Bible. It is the story of God's telling us 
about himself. The picture comes 
through full of beauty in the life of 
Jesus Christ, his Son. In 1 Corinthians 
3:11 we read, "For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one already 
laid, which is Jesus Christ." We look, 
then, for the foundation for life, for 
the biblical basis for our discipleship, 
to the story of Jesus Christ in Mark, 
chapter one. 
THE L O R D S H I P OF JESUS 
M a r k begins his book like a 
trumpeter heralding good news: "The 
beginning of the gospel about Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God; (1:1). Here is a 
man who is the Son of God, a man 
with a mission and a message. 
Mark first records the colorful per-
sonality and dramatic preaching of 
Jesus' cousin, John, who came as the 
advance man for Jesus' ministry. 
Mark capsulizes the climactic events 
of Jesus' baptism and temptation. 
These two episodes, at the beginning 
of our Lord's ministry, reveal his 
humanity. 
Luke, one of the other Gospel 
writers, goes back to Jesus' early life 
and opens a window on his early teens 
and twenties. He speaks of him as 
growing, increasing, and advancing in 
wisdom, in stature, and in favor with 
God and with man. In other words, 
Jesus Christ developed much like we 
have. 
That is one of the reasons that he 
needed the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit as John baptized him in the 
water. You notice the Spirit descended 
upon him and a voice came from 
heaven: "You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well-pleased" 
(verse 11). God, the Father, was 
saying in effect, "You are my son and 
The writer is Secretary for Overseas 
Ministries, Board for Missions, for the Brethren 
in Christ. He is also a member of the Executive 
Committee, Mennonite Central Committee. 
Roy V. Sider 
I love you." Jesus needed that affirma-
tion just as we need affirmation, both 
from our Heavenly Father and from 
each other in our human relationships. 
Immediately following this ex-
hilarating experience, our Lord was 
sent by the Holy Spirit into the desert, 
the place of temptation. Jesus was not 
a robot. He had passions, he cried, he 
loved, he hated, he yearned. Jesus 
Christ overcame temptations during 
his teens (verse 24). In the midst of all 
of the evil of home-town Nazareth, he 
lived in a way that pleased God. Now, 
in this desert time of his life, he 
wrestled with the same type of temp-
tations and decision-making that we 
face. Pressure? He felt it! Forty days 
without food, but he says " N o " to 
Satan's bread. There are millenniums 
of waiting for the fullness of the 
kingdom to come and the devil says 
you can have all the kingdoms of the 
world. But Jesus responds, "No ," to 
the worship of the devil and his 
kingdoms. Ahead of him a rugged 
cross, but he says " N o " to the jump to 
instant fame. In this crucial hour of his 
testing, Jesus was again victorious. 
It is also God's plan to test our lives 
even as Jesus was tempted. Strength 
for our ministries comes through dif-
ficulties. We face the same issue that 
our Lord faced—the challenge of 
following God's pattern rather than 
Satan's. 
Jesus Christ was a human being but 
he is also the Lord from heaven. As 
you glance over this chapter, his 
authority emerges from his life, his 
words, and his deeds. People are 
amazed at the au thor i ty of his 
teaching and at his command over the 
forces of evil (verses 22 and 27). Jesus 
Christ is Lord. He must be Lord of all. 
There is no halfway submission to his 
Lordship. 
We also face squarely the question 
of the Lordship of Jesus. As we make 
him Lord of all that we are, he 
becomes the foundation of our dis-
cipleship. 
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THE MODEL FOR 
DISCIPLESHIP 
Jesus Christ is also the model for 
discipleship. We find him a person 
with a mission and a message. He had 
a mission to all kinds of people. The 
list from the first chapter of Mark 
alone is practically a panoramic view 
of personality types: the rugged fisher-
man (verses 14-20); the devout 
worshippers and the demon-possessed 
(verses 21-26); family friends in his 
Capernaum home (verses 29-31); mul-
titudes of the sick at eventide (verses 
32-34); a social outcast—an un-
touchable leper (verses 32-34). 
Jesus was a man with a mission and 
a message. Discipleship is accepting a 
mission and proclaiming a message. 
Notice Mark's summary of the good 
news: "The time has come . . . the 
kingdom of God is near. Repent and 
believe the good news!" (verse 15). His 
message is relevant. The time has 
come; it is revolutionary. A new 
kingdom is proclaimed—the kingdom 
of God. It is reliable. Repentance and 
faith bring peace with God and the 
assurance of involvement in his 
k i n g d o m . T h i s g o o d news of 
revolutionary change within the nature 
of a person is as urgently needed today 
as it was in the streets of Capernaum 
years ago. 
to page four 
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T H E L I F E O F D I S C I P L E S H I P 
Discipleship is the loving response of 
a believing heart to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ . It is a personal response, 
a purposeful response and a priority 
response. 
A Personal Response 
That day long ago, as recorded in 
verses 16-20, J e s u s ca l led f o u r 
fishermen to become his disciples. It 
was a person-to-person encounter. 
Jesus Christ wishes to have that kind 
of an encounter with us just as he did 
with fishermen. He appeals to all types 
of persons: crusading John the Bap-
tist, quiet Andrew, volatile Peter, the 
mar tyr James , the writer John, the evil 
man , a serving mother - in- law, a 
talkative outcast , a host of people who 
have supporting roles—all in this first 
chapter of M a r k ' s gospel! Jesus Christ 
appeals to every one of us at the 
threshold of our interest and at the 
level of our understanding. 
He sees within each of us the inef-
fable image of God. Each of us is a 
unique person with a high value 
marked upon us by the blood of Jesus 
Christ which was shed for our sins. He 
sees us each with an appropriate role 
and ministry in his kingdom. He asks 
us to accept him as we are and walk 
with him from there. He offers to us 
his grace, the canceling of punishment 
that is unavoidable, and the awarding 
of gifts that are unattainable. Never 
underest imate the offer of God 's love 
which will t ransform you step by step 
into a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ . 
A great promise flows to our hearts 
f rom the words of Jesus in John 7:17: 
" I f a man chooses to do God 's will, he 
will find out whether my teaching 
comes from God or whether I speak 
on my own." A willing heart will not 
easily miss the path that God has 
marked out. Doing the will of God is 
not like walking a tight rope. You 
don' t need to be afraid you will fall off 
all the time. Jesus calls us to dis-
cipleship. Whether that call leads us 
into the full-time professional services 
of the church or into any legitimate 
ministry to the welfare of people, it 
will be transformed from a job to a 
divine m a n d a t e when life is sur-
rendered to the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ and our services are rendered in 
his name. 
A Purposeful Response 
Jesus challenges busy people—and 
people who are interested in life. He 
challenges us to abandon mediocrity 
and be ambitious enough to do our 
very bes t fo r G o d . T o o m a n y 
Christians waste their time sitting 
around wondering what God's will is 
for them. We should not run hastily 
into new ventures but rather seize 
opportunities at hand to life faithfully 
for our Lord. 
A Priority Response 
This kind of discipleship is costly 
and can only be pursued if it is given a 
high priority. When Jesus said to 
Simon and Andrew, "Come, follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of 
men" (verse 17), Mark records that 
"At once they left their nets and 
followed h im" (verse 18). Similarly, 
James and John: "Without delay he 
called them, and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men 
and followed him." There are no 
exceptions to Christ 's Lordship. No 
rival purposes, no other priorities, no 
turning back. At first glance, this may 
seem to be a life of privation, but 
remember, Jesus did not come to 
deprive us but to set us free. It is he 
that has said, "a man's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his 
possess ions" (Luke 12:15). Jesus 
spoke of greater values when he said, 
"I tell you the truth, . . . no one who 
has left home or wife or brothers or 
parents or children for the sake of the 
kingdom of God will fail to receive 
many times as much in this age and, in 
the age to come, eternal life (Luke 
18:29). What does our Lord mean? Is 
it not that if we give up family or 
fortune or fame we will have a larger 
family, a richer fortune, and a more 
enduring fame—both in our sense of 
fulfillment in the natural things of this 
life as well as life eternal? 
The personal, purposeful and priori-
ty response to the call to discipleship is 
beautifully illustrated in the life of 
Marie Traver. A winsome, youthful 
member of the Wainfleet Brethren in 
C h r i s t c o n g r e g a t i o n , M a r i e 
volunteered for service as a nurse in 
Zambia in 1975. In a few months she 
made an indelible impression for 
Christ there as she had in Canada. On 
April 17, 1975 she wrote: 
I am asking you to take me these 
Jleeting years. 
To pour me out when and where you 
choose. 
To help me give myself unreservedly. 
First to you, then through you to 
others. 
May my growing love for Jesus be 
evident in me. 
Help me to sow your seed or else to 
water some another has sown. 
May I encourage instead of criticize, 
love instead of shun. 
And now that I have given these years 
to you, 
/ trust the outcome also to you. 
Lord. I do not ask to become well 
known, or famous, for lack of a 
better word. 
Those who have known me, may 
forget me, as long as they remember 
you. 
Forgive me for the times I've built a 
lovely image of myself I'd like others 
to see. 
I am not so holy. / am the least and 
vet am what I am because of Jesus. 
I do not know what I may become—a 
cripple, a widow, perhaps even a wife. 
/ may return home to serve my 
parents' house 
And once again be a daughter, sister, a 
niece to those I love but left. 
You may choose to bring me here 
again, or to another land, though 
that I doubt. 
And, Lord. I can't forget that you may 
even come, and take me Home. 
Unexpectedly, to all but Marie, the 
Lord did call her home within the next 
five months. One who knew her well 
spoke of her life as " . . . strewn with 
miracles like rose petals dropped in 
the wake of her passing." 
As with Marie Traver, so with Jesus 
Christ himself, it is not how long we 
live, but how we live. 
P E R S O N A L D E C I S I O N - M A K I N G 
The more useful one wishes to be for 
God, the stronger the foundation 
which must be built. On that founda-
tion we build our lives by the decisions 
we make. They influence the quality of 
our life and the effectiveness of our 
service. 
Here are a few guidelines from the 
first chapter of Mark: 
The Bible guides us to proper 
vocations. The written Word of God 
helped John the Baptist to identify the 
authenticity of the call that came to 
him (verse 2). The Word of God is a 
light on the pathway to show us the 
way that we should take. 
Prayer helps us to find God 's will. 
In verse 35 we find that Jesus rose 
early in the morning for communion 
with his Heavenly Father . Prayer 
opens up the channels that we may 
discern the voice of the Holy Spirit. 
to page ten 
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John Yeatts, convention director, is seated left. Major speakers 
at the convention were (left to right) Marion Heisey, Roy Sider, 
Frank Fimiano, and Donald Shafer (pictured on page 9). 
Eight pages of this issue of the Visitor are devoted to Let 
YOUth Begin. In photo and in word, they describe what 
happened at the convention. If you read and look careful-
ly, you may be able to sense some of the spirit of those 
three days in December— a spirit of expectancy, of 
struggle with questions, of excitement at new possibilities, 
of comradeship in sharing with other youth. 
The article on the preceding pages is a shortened version 
of Roy Sider's challenging keynote address on dis-
cipleship. On this page and the next, Marion Heisey and 
Frank Fimiano tell how to discover and make the most of 
gifts. The short articles on pages 7 and 8 are reflections by 
youth who attended the convention. John Yeatts, on page 
15, looks back on Let YOUth Begin from his unique 
vantage point as convention director. 
Discovery of Gifts 
Marion Heisey 
The 'discovery of gifts ' means learning about what I am 
good at doing or being! The choice of one's profession or a 
vocation is one of the most important choices in life. And 
yet, there are many other important parts to life as well. I 
just mentioned doing and being. Doing may refer to my 
work, my professional or vocational choice, the way I keep 
my hands, head and feet busy earning a living or the work 
I do. Being refers to who I am, how I relate to others, the 
moods I display, my attitudes toward others, the way I 
feel, how 1 care, the ways that people " r e a d " me, etc. 
Discovering one's gifts implies choices for doing, but also 
awareness of my being. 
March 10,1979 
The French Lick Sheraton was the central meeting point for Let 
YOUth Begin. 
Overt Gifts 
1 want to identify two categories of gifts that each of us 
has as Christians. The one type is that of overt gifts. These 
are gifts which are natural, and unfold very normally in the 
process of growing. They are areas which are easy for you. 
You have a natural interest in them, or opportunities have 
come frequently for you to exercise and practice them. 
When you are dedicated to God, He will use these overt 
gifts for his honor and glory. It doesn't take anyone special 
to identify these gifts, nor does it take any special testing 
or evaluation. However, whether or not one chooses to use 
them for the glory of God is a highly personal choice which 
each of us makes. 
Covert Gifts 
The covert gifts are more subtle. They may be latent. 
They may be incubating. They are not easily identified. 
They sometimes don' t germinate until you are nearly an 
adult. Covert gifts are those gifts which often relate to my 
being rather than my doing. They have more to do with my 
personal characteristics and traits. 
Covert gifts are often discovered by suggestions from 
others, by trial and error, by growth experiences, by 
significant events or new experiences. They often grow out 
of more sudden intervention than by just the normal 
process of growth and maturat ion. 
One important point to remember is that life is a series 
of events, usually progressive. A choice for a career now 
doesn't lock you into it forever. Your choice now, based on 
your gifts and strengths, may put you in a position which 
only prepares you for a different position later on. 
Research shows that the average person changes jobs six to 
seven times throughout life, and that fifty percent of all 
college graduates end up in a field other than their major 
in college. This should not discourage you, but only help 
you to realize that opportunities keep knocking all through 
life—and God depends upon your judgment and sound 
wisdom to make choices in which he can maximize your 
gifts. 
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Why did 501 youth and adults from all over the United 
States and Canada come to the French Lick Sheraton 
between Christmas and New Year? They came because of 
the motivation shared by enthused pastors and youth 
leaders who realized this experience could change a teen's 
life. 
Many ideas were presented at the convention but the 
basic thought shared was that of a right relationship with 
God. Once this fact is established, many avenues of service 
are available through varied vocational opportunities. 
Adults representing over 25 different vocations con-
ducted a vocational fair. The youth were able to choose 
several vocations which were of interest to them. By 
attending the sessions of the vocations selected, we were 
able to gain insight into both familiar and unfamiliar 
vocations as the adults spoke of their roles and how they 
relate to the church's ministry in the world. 
There was plenty of activity to keep the youth busy. F m 
sure it took plenty of time and effort to plan the events that 
were worth so much to the youth of our Brotherhood. I 
heard numerous expressions of enjoyment f rom friends. If 
you think about it, we really are united with a common 
interest to share the love of Christ in every possible way to 
the world. Today's youth are the church of today and will 
be the church of tomorrow. Thanks to the input given by 
the denomination that means so m u c h — " T h e Brethren in 







The first acknowledgment one must make is that 
everyone who believes in Christ is gifted. (Ephesians 4:7) 
Christ has given each of us special abilities—whatever 
he wants us to have out of his rich storehouse of gifts. 
The key to maximizing your gifts is to allow Christ to 
lead you through the vocational decision-making process. 
Some Christian young people may expect the will of God 
to be revealed in a mystical way where all the answers 
clearly appear to them. No doubt the Lord does work that 
way sometimes. But can we put him into a straightjacket 
and expect answers without giving him the opportunity to 
express his will as we explore the ordinary processes of 
self-analysis and vocational investigation? Decision-
making is a process where there is no magic pill to take all 
the strain out of vocational choices and there are no 
instant or easy answers without prayerful thought and 
effort . 
What needs consideration when deciding on a vocation? 
You should thoughtfully view the following categories in 
an at tempt to develop a personal profile. This picture of 
yourself should then be compared with individuals who are 
successful in various careers. 
1. Your Spiritual Strength 
Are you willing to follow the Lord 's will? 
2. Your Interests 
What are the activities in which you enjoy participating 
or that interest you for the future? 
3. Your Education and Training 
List any knowledge or skill which you have acquired 
through schooling or personal experience. 
4. Your Aptitudes 
Aptitudes are special abilities which can predict poten-
tial for success in particular careers. 
5. Physical Capacities 
List any physical limitations or special abilities you 
possess. 
6. Your Work Experiences 
List the full time or part t ime jobs you have had and 
indicate the parts of the jobs you enjoyed or disliked the 
most. 
7. Your Leisure Time Activities 
List any hobbies or leisure time activities which you 
enjoy. 
8. Your Vocational Goals 
What kind of work would you like to be doing in five or 
ten years from now? 
6 
at French Lick .>. j E a y - H B ' 
When I made the decision to go to 
Let YOUth Begin I really didn't know 
what to expect. I knew it was about 
occupations, and I knew there would 
be a lot of people there from all over 
the U.S. and Canada and I knew the 
hotel would be large and I was very 
eager to see it. 
When our car finally arrived at the 
hotel we were all shocked, first by the 
immense size, and secondly, by the 
two red devils (later referred to as 
Plutos) situated on the roof by the 
entranceway. Some of us questioned if 
we were really at the right place. It 
didn't take long however to find out 
we were in exactly the right place as 
we began to meet once again old 
Youth Camp friends, along with the 
cousins, and the cousin's cousins, and 
the friends of the cousins. 
As Let YOUth Begin got underway 
I found the meetings and the sermons 
in the Convention Hall a little long and 
tedious. They were helpful and for the 
most part interesting but quite tiring 
to sit through hour after hour. 1 would 
say 1 got the most out of the small 
groups. We had a chance to discuss 
what we'd heard and sort of work 
through it little by little. 
Of all the activities we had 1 enjoyed 
meeting new people the most. It was 
fascinating to me to see all those B in 
C kids there. I didn't realize there 
were so many, and I really enjoyed 
getting to know as many as I could. 
Let YOUth Begin helped me to 
realize I don't need to be in a hurry in 
deciding on a career. When the time 
comes God will be there to help me 
decide and to show me how He wants 
me to spend my life serving Him. For 




The excitement of finally arriving at 
Let YOUth Begin was high, as our bus 
load of 33 Canadians pulled into the 
Sheraton Hotel in French Lick. It 
wasn't long before old friendships 
were renewed and new ones made. The 
first evening gott off to a positive start 
as Roy Sider delivered the Keynote 
Address. Each young person was in-
spired to live a life of total commit-
ment and make Christ number one 
priority, at work or at school. 
The next few days were packed full 
with excellent Keynote Addresses, 
" R e a c t i o n / I n t e r a c t i o n " discussion 
groups, seminars, and "Vocat ion 
Fairs." These sessions were effective 
in helping us to recognize and assess 
our talents and they presented us with 
a challenge to make Christ a part of 
our vocation. The "Vocation Fai r" 
was especially beneficial because it 
gave opportunity to take a closer look 
at various vocations. 
Even though the time went too 
quickly, I know that my eyes were 
opened in new areas that I could 
served God. Let YOUth Begin was 
definitely the highlight of my holidays, 
and I wouldn't trade the friendships I 
made for anything. It was so great to 
fellowship with young people from 
Brethren in Christ Churches across 
United States and Canada. 
As Bishop Don Shafer wrapped 
things up in the last session, God's 
presence could be felt. It is really 
thrilling to think of the impact that 
such a group of committed young 




Let YOUth Begin was held at the 
Sheraton Hotel in French Lick, In-
diana. As I reflect back, my mind 
focuses on the amusing impression I 
received from the town itself. French 
Lick was, as a matter of fact, quite 
M/nmpressive. It seemed unthinkable 
that a huge, complex hotel should be 
planted in the midst of such a small, 
shabby-looking village. 
A less important, yet amusing detail 
connected with the hotel was the 
manner in which the catering service 
in the dining hall was conducted. At 
times the employees got a bit reckless. 
Picture the scene. Everyone is en-
joying a calm, relaxed meal after a 
long hard day of travel. Suddenly the 
tranquil atmosphere is disrupted by 
the shrill, head-splitting clamor of 
dishes. One of the waiters has dropped 
his tray. 
Reckless they might have been, but 
incons ide ra te—no. At least one 
waitress was not. A few of my friends 
had been singing "Happy Birthday" to 
somebody at their table, even though 
it wasn't his birthday. They had only 
been trying for a few laughs, but the 
waitress brought in extra ice cream for 
all. And as if that wasn't enough, the 
"birthday boy" received an extra 
special dish covered with chocolate 
topping! 
In general, I felt that the enormous, 
plush hotel was an excellent choice for 
carrying out the intended purpose of 











Bishop Shafer Inspiring 
I had such a great time, Lord , at the LYB 
convention. Seeing old friends, making new 
ones. I learned so much. I never knew there 
vas so much involved in finding out what you 
rant me to do for you in my life. 
To build our foundation we started off the 
invent ion by seeing what the Bible says about 
iiscipleship. 
We then moved on to discovering our gifts 
ind using them in our vocations. I couldn't 
lelieve it, Lord, when I saw all the vocational 
ipportunities available. Everything f rom radio 
ngineer to a conference bishop. 
To help motivate our enthusiasm, some 
essions helped us in setting up acitivities to 
hare with our youth groups back home. 
The convention helped me to see, Lord, that 
have a life to live for you and that I must 
ve it to its fullest extent. 
Shortly af ter returning home I made new 
ommitments and decisions on living constant-
f for my Lord. 
—Darla Hailey 
Alta Loma, California 
Gathering 
Describing a Vocation 
Dramatizing 
i 
Basis for Discipleship 
from page four 
Open doors i n d i c a t e G o d ' s p u r p o s e . 
T h e e x p a n d i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h r o u g h 
the p r o v i n c e of G a l i l e e c a u s e d o u r 
L o r d J e s u s to l eave t h e c o m f o r t of 
C a p e r n a u m in o r d e r to m i n i s t e r to t h e 
n e e d s o f o t h e r s . 
O u r g i f t s p o i n t t o p o t e n t i a l 
v o c a t i o n s . O u r va r i ed g i f t s call f o r 
d i f f e r e n t r e s p o n s e s . T h e f i s h e r m a n by 
G a l i l e e w e r e ca l l ed to b e c o m e f i she r s 
o f m e n . In verse 31 S i m o n ' s m o t h e r -
in- law was hea l ed in o r d e r t o r e m a i n in 
the h o m e a n d se rve her f a m i l y a n d 
g u e s t s . Bo th w e r e equa l ly in t h e will of 
G o d . 
T h e H o l y S p i r i t g u i d e s o u r 
v o c a t i o n a l cho i ce s . In t h e i n s t a n c e of 
J e s u s ' b a p t i s m , t h e r e w a s t h e a f f i r m a -
t ion of the H o l y S p i r i t . T h i s a f f i r m a -
t ion of t he Sp i r i t c o m e s to us a l so a s 
we walk in t r u s t i n g o b e d i e n c e o n e s t e p 
a t a t ime . 
The counsel of the church is an 
i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r . In verses 36 a n d 37 
the d isc ip les l ooked f o r C h r i s t a n d 
u rged h im to r e tu rn to C a p e r n a u m . 
H i s a n s w e r was d i r e c t — h e h a d o t h e r 
p l aces w h e r e he m u s t p r e a c h . T h e 
phys ica l C h r i s t is n o t a m o n g us bu t his 
Sp i r i t is h e r e w o r k i n g in t h e w h o l e 
body of t he c h u r c h . 
These , then , a r e severa l f a c t o r s 
m a d e ava i l ab l e by o u r L o r d t o g u i d e 
us in d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g : t h e B ib l e , 
p r a y e r , o p p o r t u n i t i e s , o u r p e r s o n a l 
g i f t s , t he i nne r g u i d a n c e of t he S p i r i t , 
the counse l of fe l low C h r i s t i a n s . 
Letters 
from page two 
radios were cultural t radit ions of our 
church 's past, based on their understand-
ing of fai thful living. On the other hand 
monotheism (worshipping one God) , non-
resistance (refusing to violently resist evil) 
and refusing idol worship (sacrificing to 
Baal in Old T e s t a m e n t or p ledging 
allegiance to a flag today) are much more 
than "qua in t t radi t ions ." They are Biblical 
t ruths and found in Jesus ' teachings. They 
are as central to the Good News as is 
salvation by faith or the importance of the 
New Birth! We cannot sweep the latter 
three under the rug and be a fai thful 
Christ ian (Christ-l ike) Church . They are 
not subject to technological advance or the 
" m a t u r i n g " of human thought. They are 
revealed t ruths of the absolute God that 
Brother Bailey spoke of. To play fast and 
loose with these ideas is to play fast and 
loose with God, the revealer. Himself. 
I was encouraged by Luke Reefer 's 
article. 1 came to the Brethren in Christ 
f r o m a ma in l ine evangel ical c h u r c h , 
because I felt as though the Brethren in 
Christ heri tage had the best understanding 
of what it means to be the people of God . 
Much to my surprise the Brethren in 
Christ seemed to be making a mass exodus 
to a mainl ine evangelical stance. 1 would 
like to say " A m e n " to Brother Reefer 's 
thoughts and I would like to add that 
before we go rushing toward religious-
cultural assimilation we had better t ake 
t ime for serious prayer and Bible study on 
the subject: What does it mean to be the 
Church of Jesus Christ? 
Jay McDermond 
Elkhart , IN. 
Church News 
Messiah College 
Choral Society's Spring Tour 
The Messiah College Choral Society's spring 
tour is from March 9-14. Their itinerary in-
cludes: Indian Creek Church of the Brethren, 
Harleysville, Pa., Mar. 9; Evangelical Covenant 
Church, Woodstock, Conn., Mar. 10; Rice 
Memorial Baptist Church, Northborough, Mass., 
Mar. 11, a.m.; First Baptist Church, Salem, N.H., 
Mar. 11, p.m.; First Presbyterian Church, 
Holyoke, Mass., Mar. 12; and the Union Center 
U.M. Church, Endicott, N.Y., Mar. 13 (program 
on 14th to be confirmed). 
In addition to their tour, the 40-voice choir 
directed by Dr. Ronald L. Miller will give 
programs at: Trinity Evangelical Congregational 
Church, Shamokin, Pa., Feb. 25; Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church on April 1; and the 
Shippensburg Church of the Brethren on April 
7. 
Oratorio to Give Elijah 
The Grantham Oratorio Society will give its 
33rd annual spring concert on Sunday, April 
22, at 3 p.m. Dr. Ronald R. Sider, Professor of 
Music at Messiah College and in his 11th year as 
conductor of the large choir and orchestra, will 
direct in the rendition of Mendelssohn's Elijah. 
Dr. Sider says that Elijah "is one of the most 
loved of all oratorios." The program in Brubaker 
Auditorium of the Eisenhower Campus Center 
will feature Thomas Paul in the role of Elijah. 
One of the country's finest oratorio singers, Mr. 
Paul performed the bass solos in Robert Shaw's 
most recent RCA recording of Handel's 
Messiah. 
The Oratorio Society, founded and for many 
years directed by Professor Earl Miller, brings 
together singers from Messiah College and the 
larger community as far away as York, Hanover, 
Gettysburg, Elizabethtown, and Manheim. 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
The pastor and wife of the Air Hill 
congregation, Keith and Lucy Uiery, enter-
tained at their home on Sunday evening, 
February 19, couples of the congregation who 
had wedding anniversaries during the month of 
January or February. • The Antrim congrega-
tion reported that over $70,000 was raised by 
their congregation during 1978 for the con-
gregation's building fund. • Bedsaul Agee, 
pastor of the Bethel congregation (Michigan) 
will be the evangelist for revival meetings with 
the Big Valley Brethren in Christ, March 19-
April 1. • Dennis and Carol Lehman. 
members of the Carlisle congregation, have 
accepted appointment under the Board for 
Missions to the Life Line Mission in San 
Francisco. They with their children will leave, 
according to present plans, in mid-June. 
The bulletin of the Fairview Avenue con-
gregation (Waynesboro, Pa.) contains each 
week a Bible memory verse for the week. (The 
memorization of this verse while waiting for the 
worship service to begin is probably more 
profitable and certainly less distracting to other 
worshippers than visiting with others in the pew. 
Editor(. • David McBeth, an administrator at 
Messiah College was the guest speaker at the 
Five Forks congregation on Sunday, January 
14. Ira Stern, who with his wife, Miriam, is on 
furlough from Zambia, was the guest minister on 
Sunday morning, February 18. The Green 
Spring congregation raised $3,000 toward the 
purchase of a Sunday school van for the 
Blandburg congregation. A recent election for 
deacon within the congregation resulted in the 
election of Orville Heisey • Leroy Yoder and 
Joel Carlson brought the morning messages 
for the Harrisburg congregation on January 28 
and February 4, respectively, during the vaca-
tion of the congregation's pastor, Gene Burnes. 
Brother Yoder and Brother Carlson were 
former pastors of the congregations which 
merged to form the Harrisburg Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Atlantic 
Sunday evening, January 21, was the 
occasion of the dedication of the new Allen 
organ, recently installed in the Lancaster 
Brethren in Christ Church. John L. Daniel, 
associate with the Allen Organ Company and 
Organist and Director of Music at the Concordia 
Lutheran Church, Bethelehem, Pennsylvania, 
was the guest organist. • Eugene Wingert 
served as the supply pastor of the Manor 
congregation on Sunday, February 4, in the 
absence of the congregation's pastor, John 
Hawbaker. 
John Arthur Brubaker, Executive Director 
of the denomination's Board of Christian 
Education, ministered to the Mount Pleasant 
congregation on Wednesday evening, February 
28. • The Palmyra congregation has spon-
sored a Vietnamese refugee, Vu Vinh Ky. He is 
making his home with one of the congregation's 
families and the congregation is providing 
transportation for him to language classes. • 
Valentine's Day was observed by the Pe-
quea congregation in a Sweetheart Dinner on 
Thursday evening, February 15 at which occa-
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sion Ruth Dourte was the guest speaker. The 
announcement stated that the dinner was open 
to married couples and "serious daters." 
Canadian 
The Heise Hill congregation served as hosts 
to the Aldersgate Ministers Conference on 
Monday and Tuesday, January 8 and 9. Rev. 
Albert Lown from England was the guest 
speaker. The Aldersgate Ministers Conference 
represents denominations who identify with the 
Wesleyan understanding of sanctification. • 
Lester and Mary Fretz shared in a teacher-
training experience at the Houghton congrega-
tion on Sunday evening, February 4. Lester gave 
instructions and demonstration on the use of the 
overhead projection and Mary demonstrated 
methods of story telling. Lester then brought the 
evening message in the Sunday evening worship 
hour. 
The annual report from the Massey Place 
Brethren in Christ Church indicates an increase 
in attendance at the morning worship hour from 
an average of 79 in 1975 to 174 in 1978. • 
Gerald Tyrrell and wife, Jane, have been 
installed as the pastoral couple for the new 
church planting ministry in Meadowvale 
West, Mississauga, Ontario. This community is 
on the western edge of Toronto's metropolitan 
area. Brother Tyrrell had been pastor of the 
Puslinch congregation prior to assuming this 
new assignment. 
Rev. Albert Lown from Yorkshire, England, 
was the guest minister for the Deeper Life 
Conference held at the Stayner congregation 
January 10-14. • John Sider, pastor of the 
Houghton Brethren in Christ Church, was the 
evangelist for a week of meetings, February 11-
18, at the Wainfleet congregation. • The 
Westheights Bre thren in Christ Church, 
K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o , he ld its C h a r t e r 
Membership Sunday on January 28. There 
were 57 members recognized as Charter 
Members, 15 of which were new members of the 
Brethren in Christ church. In the evening ser-
vice, nine people followed the Lord in baptism. 
(See an article on the new Westheights con-
gregation in the March 25 issue of the Visitor. 
Editor). 
Central 
Mike King, recently converted out of a life 
of crime, drugs, and related sins, was the guest 
speaker at a series of meetings at the Bethel 
congregation (Merrill, Michigan) February 16-
18. • The congregations of northern Indiana 
and the Bethel Church near Cassopolis, 
Michigan, are planning a combined Love Feast 
on Sunday, March 18. • Former bishop, 
Charlie B. Byers, will be the guest minister for 
Holy Week services at Christian Union con-
gregation, April 11-15. • Louis and Ruth 
Cober, the pastoral couple for the Highland 
congregation, attended a seminar on church 
growth at the Ashland Theological Seminary on 
January 23. Daryl Climenhaga, student at the 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, was 
the guest minister on February 11, at the 
Highland Church. 
Kenneth Royer, former pastor of the 
Lakeview congregation was the guest minister 
for the Leonard congregation on Sunday, 
February 18. • According to the church bulletin 
of the Mooretown congregation, 20 members 
have completed one month of their program of 
"Reading the Bible Through in 1979." • Glenn 
Hensei, pastor of the Pleasant Hill congrega-
tion attended the Church Growth Seminar at 
the Ashland Theologica l Seminary on 
Wednesday, January 24. 
The S ippo Valley Brethren in Christ, 
located near Massillon, Ohio, is cooperating in 
the Clyde Dupin Reachout Crusade which is a 
community evangelism effort scheduled for 
March 18-25. • The Valley Chapel con-
gregation's annual missionary dinner was held 
in the home of Arlo and Beulah Senneff on 
Saturday evening, December 30. Roy Sider, 
secretary for Overseas Ministries and his wife, 
Dorothy, were guests for the evening. Sunday 
services on December 31, were highlighted with 
Roy Sider bringing the morning message and 
Marion Heisey. former pastor of the Valley 
Chapel congregation and now superintendent 
of the Navajo Mission being with the congrega-
tion for the evening service. 
Midwest 
Eric Van Camp, associated with the Jews for 
Jesus Ministry, brought the evening program at 
the Mountain View Brethren in Christ Church 
on Sunday, January 21. • A Marriage Growth 
Seminar, with Hess Brubaker as the resource 
person, was sponsored by the Oak Park 
Brethren in Christ Church (Des Moines, Iowa) 
on February 9 and 10. • The Abilene Brethren 
in Christ Church sponsored Stanley Tam at a 
rally at the church on Friday evening, February 
2, and at a morning seminary Saturday, 
followed by a banquet Saturday evening. 
Stanley Tam is a Christian businessman 
recognized for his ministry in soul winning. • An 
evening described as a Sweetheart Get-to-
Gether was sponsored by the Zion congrega-
tion on Friday evening, February 9. Dr. Gary 
Coleman was the guest speaker. 
Pacific 
Youth Week was observed by the Labish 
Brethren in Christ Church with a message 
brought on Sunday, January 28, by Paul 
Hensei, a student at Western Evangelical 
Seminary and a sermon on February 4, brought 
by Mike Wallace, a member of the Labish 
youth group. • The Upland congregation 
reports attendance at their double morning 
worship pattern looks encouraging. Attendance 
on January 28, showed an increase from 467 a 
year ago to 553 in 1979. 
Births 
Barnes: Kristen Elaine, bom Nov. 7, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Raymond Barnes, Hollowell con-
gregation, Pa. 
Bumbaugh: Micah Emmanuel, bom Sept. 
25, to Harry and Margaret Bumbaugh, 
Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Cline: Jeremy Reno, born Nov. 9, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Mike Cline, Hollowell congregation, 
Pa. 
Engle: Elizabeth Ann, bom Oct. 14, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Eugene Engle, Speedwell Heights 
congregation. Pa. 
Kipe: Brian Jeremy, born Jan. 23, to David 
and Janet Kipe, Sikalongo Mission, Zambia. 
They are members of the Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Klassen: Noel Jordan, bom Nov. 20, to 
Stan and Donna Klassen, Massey Place con-
gregation, Sask. 
Maynard: Gregory Lee, bom Sept. 21, to 
Richard and Ivy Maynard, Hollowell congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Palmer: Jason James, born Nov. 9,1978, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Palmer, Stayner congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Pearson: Tanis Joyce, born Nov. 15, to Ken 
and Fran Pearson, Massey Place congregation, 
Sask. 
Rosado: Angelyn and Audreyanna, born 
Jan. 24, to Carlos and Ruth Rosado, Life Line 
congregation, Ca. 
Schaeffer: Joshua Paul, bom Dec. 12, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schaeffer, Speedwell 
Heights congregation, Pa. 
Taylor: Brian Daniel, born Oct. 25, to Clif-
ford and Donna Taylor, Hollowell congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Tice: Danielle Marie, born Dec. 8, to Dennis 
and Donna Tice, Green Grove congregation, 
Pa. 
Timmons: Keith Orrmand, born Jan. 3, to 
Rodney and Susan Timmons, Hollowell con-
gregation, Pa. 
Werner: Elizabeth Mae, born Jan. 1, to 
George and Mary Werner, Conoy congregation, 
Pa. 
Wolfe: Jennifer Michelle, bom Sept. 6, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Wolfe, Speedwell Heights 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Buckwalter-Nelson: Lori Ann, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Nelson, and Dwight, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Buckwalter, Oct. 14, 1978, 
in the Midway Church of the Brethren, 
Lebanon, Pa., with Rev. J. Earl Musser of-
ficiating. 
Johnson-Stickley: Tammy Lea, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Stickley, Stayner, Ont., 
and Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Denzil 
Johnson, Colllingwood, Ont., Dec. 15, 1978, in 
the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church with the 
father of the bride officiating. 
McBeth-Fickes: Diane, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Fickes, and Richard E. McBeth, 
son of Mrs. Louise P h o u g h , both of 
Shippensburg, Pa., Feb. 10, 1979, in the Green 
Spring Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Lome Lichty officiating. 
Meeker-Stover: Deborah Stover and 
Stephen Meeker, April 1, 1978, in St. Luke's 
Lutheran Church, Spring Mills, Pa. 
Stoops-Hess: Celina Jaye, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jay Hess, and Benjamin, son of Mr. 
Betty Stoops, Oct. 14, 1978, in the Otterbein 
United Brethren Church with Rev. Charles 
Sunday officiating. 
Stover-Henry: Carol Henry and Lester 
Stover, Jan. 20, 1979, in the Green Grove 
Church with Rev. Thomas Bouch officiating. 
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The Fifth Annual General 
Conference of the Church in 
Rhodesia was held Dec. 15-19 
at the new Lobengula Church 
in Bulawayo. The following 
comes from the mimeographed 
report of the Conference and 
the February 1979 issue of 
GOOD WORDS. 
Conference Theme: THE TRUE CHURCH 
This Conference was a great blessing to many people 
because it has been most difficult for members to get 
together during the past year. All the people appreciated 
this chance of getting together and sharing as well as 
worshipping together. It was most interesting to watch old 
friends greeting and showing great appreciation of each 
other by a hand-shake, a pat on the back, or a big hug. All 
these were accompanied by broad smiles all over. Oc-
casionally, these smiles were wiped off as the brethren 
exchanged sad news of loved ones who are now gone from 
us or the hardships experienced by mankind in our country 
today. It 's encouraging that most would, with Naka Jobe 
Sithole say, "I would not mind dying now because 
whoever kills my body cannot touch my soul—it belongs 
to G o d . " 
Many brothers and sisters have been strengthened by 
this chance of getting together and having fellowship. It 
has shown them that they are not alone. We are one in the 
Spirit and so we rejoice or cry together. We had lots of 
food for thought from the many talks that were given to 
us, as well as the testimonies of the brethren. Fervent 
prayers were sent up to God who came down to His people 
and gave them comfor t . All the people went back home 
with firm resolutions to be "doing, not talking churches." 
T h r o u g h o u t the Confe rence we were blessed by 
messages of Praise and Prayer through music. Among the 
groups that sang were church choirs from Nguboyenja, 
Lobengula and Mpopoma. Among smaller groups were 
the "Whole Armour Quar t e t , " "New Life For All 
Qua r t e t , " "Mtshabez i You th , " "Ekuphileni Bible 
Institute G r o u p , " "Beki themba Dube and Friends," 
"Char les and Obed . " Sithandiwe Moyo and Patrick 
Ncube gave solos. 
Most talks were preceded or ended by songs that relate 
to the talks and this helped to get the people into the mood 
of each session. Mrs. Meredith Hock gave us lovely organ 
music on Saturday as well as on Sunday. This reminded us 
of the good old days when missionary ladies used to thrill 
us with such music. 
Conference footnote: At least one member of the church sent greetings 
to the Conference from a detention center. 
12 
Though we have heard these messages before, we were 
richly blessed by Morrison Mpofu ' s message on "Fee t 
Washing" and that on "The Lord 's Suffer ing" by Rev. 
Elliott Ziduli. We were reminded of the greatness of God 's 
sacrifice in sending His Son to pay our debts. If we could 
remember this sacrifice then perhaps we can be a new 
church. Though we did not actually wash each other 's feet 
we went through the meaning of it in our hearts. 323 
people received the body and blood of our Lord in Holy 
Communion. 
Mr. Knight Ngwabi served meals at Conference from 
his catering house in town. 
Attendance 
Many people, both young and old, attended the 
Conference. The numbers went up and down according to 
the sessions. Some people who would have enjoyed the 
meetings had to miss sessions which were held during work 
hours when they could not get away f rom their jobs. 
The number varied from 166 during Tuesday's after-
noon session to 951 at at tendance on Sunday morning. 
Among all these people who attended Conference were 
delegates from our churches all over Rhodesia. 
Excerpts from Messages 
The True Church Through Difficult Times— Bishop P. M. 
Kumalo 
The Church as it goes through difficult times should do 
like the early church, which: (1) continued in teachings 
(2) shared all things (3) continued in faith (4) searched 
the Scriptures (5) prayed and fasted so the Spirit spoke to 
them (6) obeyed God rather than men. 
(Bishop Kumalo gave the delegates a brief outline of the 
history of the Brethren in Christ Church in Rhodesia.) 
The Church and You — Rev. J. Mutumba 
He preached on a sensitive sermon, " T h e Church and 
Y o u " in simple terms "Financial Church Growth . " 
He surprised the congregation by giving a day to day 
problem or complaint that most of us give such as, " W e are 
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not highly paid, that is why we do not give much." He said 
beerhalls are multiplying today. Football fields are ever 
full, cinema shows are ever full. We do not complain when 
we pay $1 or SI.50 at the gate. We do not complain when 
we spend hours watching football matches. But we com-
plain when we come before God, when we pay only one 
cent. 
The Church and Youth — J. Sibanda 
Most of the church members have not seen or heard the 
Youth Director, Mr. John Sibanda, speak. It was a very 
good time to meet together and hear him talk. 
His talk was made more plain and meaningful by the 
illustration drawn on a large paper showing the inter-
relationship between youth and parents. His speech was 
full of examples of unity as the key of proper living. 
The Church That Conquers — I. N. Mpofu 
It was spirit-reviving to hear a sermon on "The Church 
That Conquers." His facial expression showed that happy 
as he was, so the church ought to be. 
In Judges 7:2-4 he clearly showed all the members how 
we can be a conquering church like Gideon who drove 
away the Midianites with only a small number of armed 
men. Through God we can conquer our enemies, even sin. 
The Church of Brotherhood — Rev. Stephen Ndlovu 
Rev. Ndlovu was privileged to see the place where our 
fathers in Christ were called Brethren. . . . These brothers 
employed the New Testament Scriptures as their guide to 
their faith. They wanted to (a) keep and live in 
evangelism, (b) live a new life as lived in the New 
Testament, (c) oppose all teachings which are not scrip-
tural. . . . 
To wind up his talk on "A Church of Brotherhood," 
Rev. Ndlovu showed clearly that as a church we must be 
(a) a church of repented Christians, (b) a fully con-
secrated church to the work of the Lord, (c) a church that 
must show love of brotherhood, (d) a church that must 
always search the Scriptures, (e) a church that must be a 
witnessing church." 
The Christian's Responsibility — Mrs. N. Mlotshwa 
All Christians must know that the work of preaching the 
Gospel is their responsibility. The work of the Lord must 
be committed unto the faithful men who would be able to 
teach others as in 2 Tim. 2:2. 
The church needs responsible people like Daniel in Dan. 
9:8, 9, who prayed for his people; Esther as in Esther 4:15, 
16, who gave her life for the sake of her people to perish if 
need be for them. Are you responsible enough? 
The Christian's Influence — Joel Ndlovu 
Points emphasized: 
1. Christians are the light of the world. 
2. They are the salt of the earth. 
3. They are to rise and shine. 
4. What will Christians do when spiritual darkness 
covers the earth? The only way to influence people, 
he said, was "being a true Christian." They are 
more influenced by our lives than by our words. 
Glimpses Into Committee Reports 
Bookroom Committee 
This committee reports another successful year of 
reasonably good business. One more Book Store was 
opened at Shabani in the past year. The downtown store is 
situated in such a place that it commands good business, 
too. All the employees of Matopo Book Centre have many 
opportunities of witnessing to or praying with the many 
people they meet everyday. 
The closure of many Primary and Secondary Schools 
has resulted in a 60-70% loss of sales of school books and 
equipment. . . . The departure of the missionaries as well as 
Mr. Black left some vacant positions which have been 
filled in by local people who are learning to maintain good 
standards. Please pray for these people. 
Education Committee 
This past year has been very tough on the church. It has 
been most painful to see its labours to educate our people 
wash down the drain in a matter of a few months. Just now 
we can't even speculate on the future because it is too hazy. 
As Christians we must just keep on trusting the Lord to see 
us through the difficult times. 
Amagugu Evangeli 
The Church has been broadcasting Amagugu Evangeli 
on Trans World Radio for three years now. Through this 
channel it has helped many people receive and accept the 
gospel of salvation through reconciliation with God. In the 
present situation this has proved one of the best ways of 
reaching people's souls right at their own homes. Many 
who were spiritually dead or backsliding have been 
revived. Many who are already serving God have been 
strengthened. 
With the change from two 30-minute programs a week 
to seven 15-minute ones, Amagugu Evangeli endeavors to 
provide the listener with spiritual food in one way or 
another every day of the week. Comments from people 
who write in reveal just how much this outreach is 
accomplishing its aims. 
A tape library has been built and people can borrow 
from it. For those who wish to borrow tape recorders 
there is a small charge. 
Theological Committee 
When Ekuphileni Bible Institute was closed at 
Mtshabezi, it was re-opened here in Bulawayo. It's a pity 
that some students had to give up their studies either 
because they could not afford the accommodation here in 
town or their parents would not let them continue after the 
scare they had gone through when Mtshabezi was closed. 
E. B. I. re-opens in January 1979. There have even been 
some applications made for entry in the school in this New 
Year. Mr. Eliakim Sibanda joins the E.B.I staff at the 
beginning of the year. 
God willing, E.B.I. hopes to start evening classed for all 
those who are interested but are not able to attend during 
the day. It also hopes to give one-week-long seminars for 
Church leaders once a term. We pray that this Institute 
should continue to produce effective witnesses who will 
give light to those still in darkness. 
Theological Education by Extension 
There are now 20 groups of TEE students who meet to 
study and share the Word under the direction of the TEE 
Co-ordinator. Five of the newest groups have been 
founded at Lukadzi, Lumene, Longfield, Mtshabezi Mis-
sion and Shabani. 
There was a request that this school should establish 
effective centres in the Gwaai and Maguswini areas which 
seem to be cut off from the rest of the church body because 
of the difficulties in travelling. 
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" T h y k i n g d o m c o m e . . . " 
Kingdom Praying 
Arlene Miller 
Enlarge the borders of your 
kingdom, Lord. May your kingdom 
come; your kingdom with healing and 
liberty for all its citizens. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power and the glory. 
Your kingdom is increasing, Lord. 
We want to participate in its growing. 
Stretch our hearts and minds to un-
derstand the rightful place of your 
lordship in every place, with every 
cultural group. Show us the role you 
have for us, Lord, the Brethren in 
Christ, in enlarging the borders of 
your kingdom. 
This is my prayer as I contemplate 
the year 1979 for Brethren in Christ 
Missions. There are doors needing to 
be opened, guidance is needed for the 
development and maintainence of new 
and existing programs. The Lord of 
the harvest is to be petitioned to send 
forth reapers—people who will love 
and care and minister. 
The kingdom of God is first of all 
advanced in the world of the Spirit , or 
as Jesus said, "in heaven." Prayer 
opens closed doors, pushes back the 
usurping powers of evil and releases 
the Spirit of God to draw people to 
Jesus and bring them to wholeness. 
What privilege and responsibility each 
of us carries for kingdom praying! 
The Missions Prayer Fellowship is 
suggesting the following program for 
this present year of 1979, as a means 
of focusing our prayers for missions. 
Each congregation is invited to par-
ticipate. 
1. Select two countries for concen-
trated prayer. One of these should be a 
country in which there are currently 
Brethren in Christ ministries. This 
should also include North American 
missions. Remember also those coun-
tries in which there are currently no 
missionaries from North America. 
2. The second country should be 
one in which we as a church are not 
p r e s e n t l y involved in a miss ion 
program, but which is being con-
sidered as a possibility. These include, 
B a n g l a d e s h , E u r o p e ( L o n d o n ) , 
B o t s w a n a , I n d o n e s i a , C e n t r a l 
America, and North America with 
various ethnic groups. Or perhaps God 
will lay on your hearts to intercede for 
an area or group of people not on this 
list. 
3. Learn all you can about these 
countries, their politics, economics, 
cul ture , geography and rel igions. 
Especial ly concen t r a t e on G o d ' s 
kingdom there. How and when did the 
gospel come to the land, and what is 
the state of the church in that place. 
Learn what mission societies are in-
volved in ministry there. Consider also 
specialized ministries, such as student 
evangelism. 
4. Pray and keep on praying. Pray 
generally and specifically. Pray that 
the principalities and powers which 
resist the spread of the kingdom will 
be bound. Pray that God will pour out 
his H o l y S p i r i t t he r e to b r i n g 
enlightenment, conviction and salva-
tion in all its dimensions. Search for 
specific prayer needs in the Challenge, 
and the world news sections of the 
Evangelical Visitor as well as other 
Christian publications. Listen to the 
world news with an ear attuned to 
your selected countries. 
5. Af ter selecting your countries 
send the names to the Missions Prayer 
Fellowship committee member in your 
area. This information will be com-
piled and made available. It will be 
most helpful to the M P F Commit tee 
to see where God has directed your 
praying for this year of 1979. Even 
more, it should build our faith as we 
see doors being opened and programs 
continuing as we pray. 
Central Conference 
Mrs. Dorcas Cl imenhaga 
Prayer Challenge Editor 
258" W. Van Buren 
Nappanee , Ind iana46550 
P H : 219-773-7642 
Miss Arlene Miller 
Chairperson 
6606 Oakfield Street N E 
East Can ton , Ohio 44730 
P H : 216-673-0815 
Pacific Conference 
Mrs. Frances Harmon 
Vice- Chairperson 
314 E. 11th Street 
Upland , Cal ifornia 91786 
P H : 714-985-8036 
Committee Members 
Canadian Conference 
Midwest Conference Mrs. Mary Sider 
Miss Ruth Keller Canadian Treasurer 
Children's Mission Project R. R. #1 
Route 2 Wellandport, Ontar io , 
Dallas Center, Iowa 50063 Canada LOR 2J0 
PH: 515-992-3252 PH: 416-899-1403 
Atlantic Conference Allegheny Conference 
Mrs. Nancy Schildt Mrs. Lucille Ulery 
Secretary U.S. Treasurer 
207 Maple Avenue Route 2 
Halifax, Pennsylvania 17032 Chambersberg, Pennsylvania 17201 
PH: 717-896-8517 PH: 717-263-4939 
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Editorial 
(Guest) 
Reflections on a 
When Let YOUth Begin ended at noon on December 
27, I was stili functioning on nervous energy. I cleaned out 
our office at the Hotel, and then transported two girls to a 
local bus depot. Having completed my duties, 1 relaxed for 
a six-hour car trip home. As I drove I thought of all the 
great things about the Convention I wanted to tell my wife, 
who was unable to attend—the excellent speakers, the 
great interaction between participants and vocational 
representatives, the helpful seminars, the wonderful youth 
that attended, then—suddenly I stopped. There was no 
way I could communicate Let YOUth Begin to my wife or 
to anyone else who was not there. 
Let YOUth Begin was an experience. The pages of this 
Evangelical Visitor are an attempt to communicate the 
experiences of Let YOUth Begin. Another way to get an 
impression of Let YOUth Begin is to talk to someone 
from your church who was there. Yet, one must remember 
that an experience cannot be adequately communicated. 
Fortunately, however, Let YOUth Begin is more than 
an experience, it is a movement. The movement can 
happen in every congregation across the brotherhood. 
Those congregations with representation at Let YOUth 
Begin certainly have an advantage. The convention par-
t i c i p a n t s u n d e r s t a n d how to use the m a t e r i a l . 
Nevertheless, any congregation can benefit from the Let 
YOUth Begin materials. Information on what is available 
and how to order it can be found elsewhere on this page. 
This material is ideal for a series of about four youth 
meetings or a weekend retreat for youth. If you are 
interested in helping your youth to be more service-
oriented and helping them to make career selections, do 
not miss out on the materials from Let YOUth Begin. 
Having said a bit about what Let YOUth Begin is, let 
me share some reflections I have upon my experience 
directing Let YOUth Begin. 
Movement 
John Yeatts 
First, I am convinced that we have a committed group 
of young people in the Brethren in Christ Church. The five 
hundred registrants represent an average of two and a half 
persons per church. That is good representation. 
Moreover, it was apparent that the youth came out of 
interest. There was great anticipation at each session. I 
could not help but thinking: if this is a taste of General 
Conference 1996, the Brethren in Christ Church has a 
great future. 
Second, I was impressed with the commitment of adults 
to helping our youth develop. Nearly every adult who was 
asked to be a part of the Convention agreed to serve. It 
was great to see youth interacting with denominational 
leaders and other Christian adults. This will certainly help 
our youth learn to function as Christian adults. 
Third, I became aware that there is an interest among 
our youth in Christian service. When the LYB Steering 
Committee convened two and one half years ago, it was 
decided that the major issue among youth is service and 
vocational choice. Therefore, a convention was planned 
and promoted that stressed this theme. The response was 
overwhelming. It is encouraging to see your youth so 
interested in serving God and in finding God's will for their 
vocational choice. 
The Board of Christian Education is already beginning 
to think about future youth conventions. Many details 
must be considered—time, place, theme, format. Pray 
with us that future events will further the growth of our 
youth and build upon the tradition established by Let 
YOUth Begin. 
let y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h b e g i n le t y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h b e g i u L 
y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h beg in let y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h b e g i n l e t ! 
beg in - le t yoiith ifiaiB 'Sl vtUJlh begin let youth b e g i n let youth! 
let " L e t f O U T H B O f l l l f c V g i n let y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h b e g i n I 
y o u t h b e g i n lei y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t n beg in let y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h beg in l e t " 
b e g i n le t y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h be^ 
let y o u t h b e g i n let y o u t h beg in let Materials Available puthl sini 
Let YOUth Begin Manual: Includes the Convention Addresses, 
activities for youth groups, a list of service opportunities, and 
other items from Let YOUth Begin. $3.00 
Tapes: 
1. Biblical Basis for Discipleship, Roy Sider 2.50 
2. Discovery of Gifts, Marion Heisey and 
(J Making our Gifts a Vocational Reality, Frank Fimiano 3.00 
3. Question and Answer Session 2.50 
4. Friday Rally: Bishop Don Shafer, and 
Music Drama Presentation 3.00 
5. Financing a College Education, Ron Long 2.50 
6. Voluntary Service Opportunities, Glen Pierce 2.50 
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7. Interviewing for a Job, Kate Rohrbaugh 
8. Opportunities for Women Unlimited, Dorothy Sherk 
9. Writing a Resume and Completing an Application. 
Diane Fimiano 
10. Searching for a Career, Frank Fimiano 
11. Christian Conjlicts in a Secular World, Curtis Byer 
12. Christian Service Vocations, Owen Alderfer 
"Only One Life"—Music Drama Presentation 
Package of 6 scripts and 4 music scores 
Extra scripts 
Extra music scores 
These materials are provided at cost by: 
Let YOUth Begin 
Box 127 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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Furlough Musings 
• ... a a 
A Paraphrase 
First Corinthians 13:1-8a 
Janny Bosnian 
Just imagine, going back to Zambia and being able to 
speak Tonga fluently. Being able to understand everything 
you hear around you. Being able to really talk and 
communicate. To share Jesus, really. What possibilities 
for reaching farther than before! But then, what if you do 
not have a real love for them, a compassion for people like 
Jesus had? You probably won't reach any farther than 
before. People's sharp eyes will discover your emptiness 
soon, and since you now speak their own language you 
can't hide behind that barrier anymore. 
Even if you would outdo their witchdoctors and her-
balists and their magic by understanding all their problems 
and solving them, unless the love of Jesus provided the 
action would you give them anymore than their own 
people could offer them? 
Imagine having so much faith that all obstacles on the 
way to helping people become civilized (whatever that 
means) would instantly be removed. We would just have 
shifted their places without adding anymore meaning to 
life if we wouldn't give it that touch of love. 
Feeling guilty because of having everything abundantly? 
Why, just give it all away! Keep that which you really need 
and give the rest away. (Try it, there won't be much left!) 
Or burn the bridges behind you and live among the people, 
sacrificing your life by serving them. Doesn't that give you 
peace of mind? A useless sacrifice if love is not present. 
This was written by Miss Bosnian just prior to her return to Zambia to 
serve as Matron of the Macha Mission Hospital. Janny's home is in the 
Netherlands. 
LOVE IS: telling the old story (at least for you) over and 
over again, as if you said it for the first time, as if you 
came yesterday and had all the energy and patience of a 
newcomer. 
LOVE IS: seeing things in the right perspective. God has 
given each of us our gift and if we use that gift properly, 
there is no reason to feel proud or inferior. 
LOVE IS: putting yourself on the same level as the people 
you work with and work for. Knowing that all you have 
and know is a gift which you did not possess at a certain 
time in your life. You must give others a chance to pass 
through the same growing and learning process you passed 
through and allow them to be who they are. 
LOVE IS: getting to know the people; learning another 
way of thinking, different customs, a new set of values, and 
a more relaxed idea of time. 
LOVE IS: listening . . . being open to new ideas and willing 
to change when necessary. 
LOVE IS: expecting the best of everybody. Ready to 
forgive . . . ready to forget, remembering that you need 
much forgiveness yourself. 
LOVE IS: not looking for mistakes in others or things 
which should have been done better. Love looks for the 
things done well, is ready to thank and encourage people 
who are learning. Love does not kill initiative and 
enthusiasm but tries to kindle it. 
LOVE IS: positive. 
LOVE IS: indestructible . . . building up . . . always 
productive. 
